


Acknowledgement of Aboriginal people – dislocation 
and collaboration 

 



Ecosystem Services: all about YOU 

 



PART A 
TRENDS 



 

Climate Change  
 
 
Per capita greenhouse gas emissions are decreasing. Total 
emissions are increasing. We are among the world’s highest 
greenhouse gas emitters. 
 
Our climate is becoming hotter and drier, we are experiencing 
more severe and frequent heatwaves. The risk of bushfire, 
drought and extreme weather events is increasing. 
 
Sea-surface temperatures in south-eastern Australia are 
increasing at four times the global average.  



Air Quality 
 

 

Air quality remains good by international standards. Fires and 
dust storms are responsible for most air pollution events.  

 

Regional monitoring is limited.   

 



Biodiversity and Land 
 

 

Conservation areas have increased, but many bioregions and 
vegetation communities remain under-represented in parks and 
reserves. Conservation status of many species continues to 
decline, few measures show improvement. Native vegetation 
continues to decline, particularly in fragmented landscapes.  
 
Large bushfires and planned burning has increased over the last 
decade. Most vegetation in Victoria is now outside of its 
tolerable fire intervals. 
 
Data on pest plants and animals and their management is poor. 
Knowledge of land and soil health remains poor. 

 



Inland Waters 
 
Less than a quarter of major rivers and tributaries are in good condition.  
Almost half our river basins have less than 10% of their river length in good 
condition.  
 
Extent of wetlands is declining.  Just over half are in good condition. 
 
Flow regimes are highly modified and many watercourses have large 
volumes extracted for consumption.  Current Environmental Water 
Reserve is inadequate to maintain ecosystem health of many inland 
waters. 
 
Freshwater biodiversity continues to decline. Many species are listed as 
threatened. Native fish populations are under pressure, particularly from 
introduced species.  
 
A comprehensive statewide assessment of water quality is not available. 
  
 

  



Marine and Coastal 
 

 
Only 5% of Victoria’s marine and coastal waters are protected in 
parks and sanctuaries. 
  
Comprehensive data on the condition of coastal and marine 
systems is lacking. 
 
Marine and coastal ecosystems are under increased threat 
from invasive species. 
 
Port Phillip Bay, Western Port and the Gippsland Lakes are 
subject to reduced water quality after episodic storm events.  



Human Settlement 
 

Victoria’s population is rapidly growing, with most of the 
increase in Greater Melbourne. 

 

Total and per capita energy use continues to increase. Only 5.5% 
of electricity is generated from renewable sources. 

  

Per capita water consumption is improving, but the level of 
overall demand and use of water resources continues to impact 
on the environment. 

 

Although Victorians are recycling more, the total and per capita 
waste generation is increasing. 

 



 

 

GOALS and RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

GOAL 1: RESILIENT ECOSYSTEMS – landscape ecosystem services,  

native revegetation,  environmental water, planned burning 

 

GOAL 2: SUSTAINABLE NATURAL RESOURCES – sustainable food systems, 

urban water, consumption 

 

GOAL 3: SUSTAINABLE ENERGY – modern energy system 

 

GOAL 4: SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES – urban expansion, housing, climate 

change and the built environment, non-regulated emissions 

 

GOAL 5: UNDERSTANDING THE ENVIRONMENT  - monitoring and data collection, 

public access, public engagement 

             

EPILOGUE - resilience, measuring differently. 

PART B 



GOALS AT A GLANCE  



  

INTEGRATING RECOMMENDATIONS  TO STREAMLINE 
IMPLEMENTATION 



STATEWIDE PLANS 

Rec 1: Ecological Processes Management Plan 

Rec 17: Modern Energy System Plan 

Rec 31: Environmental Data Collection Plan 
 



REGULATORY REFORM 

Rec 3: Native vegetation protection 

Rec 5: Environmental Water Reserve protection 

Rec 21: Sustainable housing 

Rec 22: Sustainable housing efficiency 

Rec 25: Road-transport pricing 

Rec 29: Reduce emissions exposure 

 
 



STRATEGIES 

Rec 7: Fire management strategy 

Rec 10: Sustainable food strategy 

Rec 13: Urban water strategy 

Rec 15: Product stewardship strategy 

Rec 24: SmartBus system 

Rec 29: Urban forestry strategy 



INDEPENDENT AUTHORITIES 

Rec 19: Planning authority 

Rec 23: Transport working group 

Rec 26: Infrastructure authority 



TARGETS 

Rec 2: Ecosystem targets 

Rec 6: Environmental water targets 



INCENTIVES 

Rec 4: Biolinks development 

Rec 6: Sustainable farming incentives 



EPILOGUE - LEGACY 



THE WORDS TO SAY IT – ACROSS COMPLEX TERRAIN 


